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Click here for photos by Marc Brenner 

 

The National Theatre today releases production photographs for The Effect by Lucy 

Prebble (Succession), in association with The Jamie Lloyd Company, as Jamie Lloyd 

(Cyrano de Bergerac) returns to the National Theatre to direct this funny and intimate 

examination of love and ethics.  

 

Hearts and minds racing, Connie and Tristan are falling for each other fast. But is their 

sudden and intoxicating chemistry real, or a side effect of a new antidepressant? As two 

young volunteers in a clinical drug trial, their illicit romance poses startling dilemmas for the 

supervising doctors. 

 

Paapa Essiedu (I May Destroy You, The Lazarus Project) is cast as Tristan and Taylor 

Russell (Bones and All, Waves) as Connie, with Michele Austin (Cyrano de Bergerac) as 

Dr Lorna James and Kobna Holdbrook-Smith (Tina Turner: The Musical) as Dr Toby 

Sealey. Shereener Browne, Valentine Hanson, Mara Huf and Joseph Langdon complete 

the company.  

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/5d5m3bxmadbkgk6/AACrR6oDt4VYH3jklkrCqs-za?dl=0


With direction by Jamie Lloyd, set and costume design by Soutra Gilmour, lighting design 

by Jon Clark, composition by Michael ‘Mikey J’ Asante, sound design by George Dennis, 

movement direction by Sarah Golding and Yukiko Masui (SAY), fight direction by Kate 

Waters, intimacy co-ordination by Ingrid Mackinnon and casting by Alastair Coomer CDG 

and Chloe Blake.  

 

The Effect plays in the Lyttelton theatre until 7 October, with press night on 9 August.  

 

Tickets are available from £20 and are on sale now via the National Theatre website. For 

further information, including details about assisted performance, please visit 

nationaltheatre.org.uk.  

 

ENDS 

Notes to Editor 

For further press information, contact Louisa Terry: lterry@nationaltheatre.org.uk 

Images available here. 

Assisted performances of The Effect: 

Captioned: Thursday 7 September at 7.30pm, Saturday 7 October at 2.15pm 

BSL Interpreted: Saturday 16 September at 2.15pm 

Audio described: Thursday 24 August at 7.30pm, Saturday 23 September at 2.15pm  

Chilled performance: Wednesday 4 October at 7.30pm  

Audio described performances are preceded by a Touch Tour, 90 minutes before the 
performance start time.  

About the National Theatre 

The National Theatre makes theatre that entertains and inspires using its creativity, 
expertise and unique reach. The National Theatre shares unforgettable stories with millions 
of audience members across the UK and around the world – on its own stages, on tour, in 
schools, on cinema screens and streaming at home. 

World-leading artists make their best work at the National Theatre with the widest possible 
audience and impact. The National Theatre invests in talent and innovation on stage and off, 
taking seriously its role as the nation’s theatre. Of the new productions developed each year 
with a wide range of theatre companies, a third of that research and development resource 
is dedicated to shows staged at theatres outside London. 

Through touring our work to local theatres and schools and nationwide education and 
community programmes, we are active in 71 of the 109 levelling up priority areas in the UK. 
A registered charity with deeply embedded social purpose, the National Theatre works with 
hundreds of schools and communities across the UK to fire imagination and inspire 
creativity, and to develop skills and pathways for careers in theatre. 

For more information, please visit nationaltheatre.org.uk 
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About The Jamie Lloyd Company 

The Jamie Lloyd Company is the phenomenally successful partnership between 

Ambassador Theatre Group and Artistic Director Jamie Lloyd. Celebrating its tenth 

anniversary this year, The Jamie Lloyd Company creates groundbreaking productions with 

the very best acting talent in the world. Recent productions include radical reappraisals of A 

Doll’s House, The Seagull, Cyrano de Bergerac and Betrayal, and the forthcoming Sunset 

Boulevard with Nicole Scherzinger at Savoy Theatre from September 2023. 

 


