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Rehearsal images have been released for Marianne Elliott’s (Angels in America) major striking 

new staging of Les Liaisons Dangereuses.  Christopher Hampton’s (The Father) acclaimed 

adaptation of Pierre Choderlos de Laclos’ epistolary novel - a thrilling game of love, lies and 

social warfare - has had a refreshed script for its first ever staging at the National Theatre, 

https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/9nz4cwutsuk7x46yrmkzp/ADbKmVJz33BtSlmAXZjzwhg?rlkey=8jq49oi5mvup77kx1d5fthf2a&st=4pv46dbq&dl=0


playing the Lyttelton theatre from 21 March until 6 June 2026.  The production will also be 

screened in cinemas worldwide via National Theatre Live from 25 June 2026. 

Cast members include, Monica Barbaro (A Complete Unknown), Gabrielle Drake (Time and 

the Conways), Lesley Manville (Phantom Thread) and Aidan Turner (Rivals).  

They are joined by Ishmail Aaron, Sharif Afifi, Curtis Angus, Charlotte Avery, Nandi Bhebhe, 

Lucia Chocarro, Liz Ewing, Ali Goldsmith, Darragh Hand, Georges Hann, Dianté Lodge, 

Katie Lusby, Amy Macken, Aisha Naamani, Bryony Pennington, Cat Simmons and Hannah 

van der Westhuysen.  

The pen is mightier than the sword 

Among the glittering salons of the super-rich, patriarchy equals power, reputation is everything – 

and for women, one misstep can mean ruin. 

Marquise de Merteuil, master in the art of survival, wields her influence with intelligence and 

control. Alongside the magnetic Vicomte de Valmont, they turn seduction into strategy and 

weaponise desire. But when their alliance collapses into rivalry, the battle between them threatens 

to destroy everyone in their path. 

Marianne is joined in the artistic team by set designer Rosanna Vize, costume designer Natalie 

Roar, choreographer Tom Jackson Greaves, composer Jasmin Kent Rodgman, lighting 

designer James Farncombe, sound designer Ian Dickinson for Autograph, intimacy director 

Ingrid Mackinnon, fight director Sam Lyon-Behan, casting directors Alastair Coomer CDG and 

Naomi Downham, voice and dialect coach Hazel Holder, associate director Mumba Dodwell 

and associate wigs, hair and make-up designer Adele Brandman. 

Performing in the Lyttelton theatre from 21 March – 6 June 2026, with a press night on Wednesday 

1 April.  

Tickets available at nationaltheatre.org.uk. 
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With Thanks 

This production is supported by Leila Maw Straus, Red Butterfly Foundation, and Daryl Roth. 

About the National Theatre 

The National Theatre makes theatre that entertains and inspires using its creativity, expertise and 

unique reach. We tell big stories in bold ways, offering the widest access to high quality theatre 

to millions of audience members across the UK and around the world – on our own stages, on 

tour, in schools, on cinema screens and streaming at home.       

We bring the world to the National Theatre and take the National Theatre to the world through 

reimagined classic stories meeting fresh, contemporary voices. As part of our mission to celebrate 

and platform bold voices in British theatre, the National Theatre proudly hosts a dynamic group 

of Resident Companies, offering a platform for collaboration, growth, and innovation.  

Through touring our work to local theatres, schools and through our nationwide education and 

community programmes, we are active in every local authority in the UK. We invest in talent and 

innovation on stage and off, taking seriously our role as the nation’s theatre. We work with 

hundreds of schools and communities across the UK to fire imagination and inspire creativity. The 

National Theatre Skills Centre supports thousands of young people every year to develop skills 

and pathways for careers in theatre.  

For more information, please visit nationaltheatre.org.uk  

@NationalTheatre  

@NT_PressOffice   


